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Which governments, think tanks, NGOs are 
using your work? 
Use Overton to track the impact of your research on policy 

Policy documents and grey literature, such as reports, white papers, position statements, and legal documents, often cite 
research. Citations in these documents demonstrate the application of research beyond academia and provide evidence 
of real-world impact. However, these citations are hard to find, and the policy documents might have been published in 
languages other than English. 

Overton collects millions of these documents in one place and provides an easy-to-use interface for finding and 
analysing the uptake of research in policy. 

You can use Overton to 
• Explore the policy landscape of your field and understand the role research plays in it.
• Demonstrate the policy impact of your research.
• Maximise the future impact of your research by identifying evidence gaps and understanding which journals are

more likely to reach policymakers.

You can access Overton with your LSE credentials. Using English keywords Overton can find matches in policy 
documents published in any language. Overton also provides English summaries for non-English language 
publications. You can also access archived versions of documents that are no longer online. Search results can be 
refined along various parameters including language of document, organisation type, and country of origin.  

There are three main facets and corresponding tabs by which you can search Overton. 

Under the "Policy documents" tab, you can conduct full-text searches of policy documents and grey literature.

Under the "People" tab, you can enter your name or ORCiD and find documents that cite your work or just 
mention your name.

Under the "Scholarly articles" tab, you can find out about the uptake of specific publications in policy. You 
can search for a single item or a set of documents by DOI or ISBN. 

After conducting your search, use the "see report" function to generate a sharable visual summary of the data 
about the set of policy documents, scholarly papers or researchers.

See also:

LSE's Engagement and Impact resources
LSE's Citation analysis and research visibility page
Overton's resources for researchers

Paul Flannery (LSE) - Writing - review & editing
Adam Harangozo (LSE) - Conceptualization, Writing - original draft, Writing - review & editing
Rosie Higman (LSE) - Writing - review & editing

https://app.overton.io/ui/auth/login
https://info.lse.ac.uk/staff/services/engagement-and-impact
https://www.overton.io/overton-for-researchers
https://www.lse.ac.uk/library/open-research/citation-analysis-and-research-visibility



